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Canal. It is 104.5 miles long—88 miles excluding the
Bitter Lakes—has a width of 150 feet, enabling ships of
121 feet beam to pass through, and a depth of 36 feet. The
time taken to go through is about fourteen hours. The four
most important places on it are, counting from the north,
Port Said at the Mediterranean entrance, Kantara, Ismailia
and Suez, at the southern entrance. The first and last of these
can meet the requirements of ships passing through. Kantara
is of strategical importance : it is in a narrow defile at the
southern end of Lake Mensala, through which armies have
passed in days gone by between Egypt and Syria. Ismailia
is at the northern end of Lake Timsah and is the junction
for Cairo on the Port Said-Suez railway.
The Canal could be blocked by sinking a ship in it,
or temporarily obstructed by blowing it up at its highest
point—60 feet—between Kantara and Ismailia.
One of the difficulties with which troops guarding the
Canal have to contend is that there is no local fresh water.
This has to be obtained from the Nile, and one method of
attack would be to cut off that supply.
A British trick.
But the best way of all of definitely blocking the Canal
would be to stir up an insurrection in Egypt. During the
Great War the Turks advanced to the Canal and made
determined efforts to cut it, but they had omitted to win over
the Egyptians. The English, however, were wiser, and, by
declaring Turkish suzerainty at an end and by saying that
Egypt would be taken under British protection and granted
independence, were able successfully to protect the Canal,
The Egyptians, trusting to these promises, made many
sacrifices during the War. Some volunteered for service on
the Palestine, Syrian, and Mesopotamian fronts, others
served behind the line. After the War they expected to be
granted the independence they so earnesly desired. They
had been deluded, and have our sincere sympathy.
Two days after the Armistice, Zaghul Pasha, the leader
of the Egyptian Nationalist Party, called at the Residency,
and, on the strength of the promises given during the War,
demanded the abolition of the protectorate and a recognition
of complete independence. The Sirdar, Sir Reginald
Wingate, received him with courtesy, but gave him an evasive

